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Let’s try something new.  It will take you about 30 minutes, but I think it will help tie all the pieces 
together in your mind in time to help you crush the second midterm. Consider the reaction on the 
previous page (Problem 2). I would like you to write a detailed narrative of exactly how each of 
the products you drew is formed. Describe what is reacting, the intermediates that are created 
along the way and how each product forms.  Write like you are narrating a movie. The goal is to 
have you observe the reaction in your mind’s eye and think through the mechanism details.  Uncover 
features of the process you might have missed until now.  Do not cheat yourself and use AI.  Do this on 
your own, in your own handwriting (no pasting AI generated text allowed!!).  I will start you off: 
 
The first thing that happens when (Z)-3,4-dimethyl-3-hexene reacts with HBr 
is 
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