


Enolates as nucleophiles

A) Enolates are resonance stabilized, with a partial negative charge on carbon and oxygen. /

B) Enolates are nucleophiles, so they could react at either the carbon atom or oxygen atom. The
partial negative charges give them the opportunity to react at either the carbon or oxygen.

C) Reaction at the carbon atom gives the final product a C=0 bond, while reaction at the oxygen atom
gives the final product a C=C bond. However, C=0 bonds are stronger than C=C bonds, so the
motive is to react at the carbon atom with most electrophiles.
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Aldo\ Reactionm Conmaiderations
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Acid catalyzed dehydration
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Beta-dicarbonyls have alpha-hydrogens that are extra
acidic
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The C-H hydrogen atoms between two carbonyl groups are aven more acidic than normal a
hydrogens because the resulting anion is double resonance stabilized. The above electrostatic
potential surface shows how the negative charge (red color) is spread over all three atoms as
predicted by the three resonance contributing structures.
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